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LETTER 1. 
——- Colleze, June 6, 1820. 

Rev. ano Dear Sin—You will have the goodness to pardon 
the surprise which this letter nay cause you, as coming from an 
entire suanger, and on a subject so novel. I take the liberty to 
make some inquiries of you respecting my Farner. His name 
——, may probably awaken many recollections of which you 
have long since ceased to think. My father died when I was 
between five and six years old, and of course, what I can recol- 
lect about him Is but little. “His children were immediately scat- 
tt red, and atan early age, it Was my lot to go to ’ "5 
where T remained until I entered college. U sehen that 
you were intimately acquainted with my father, while residing in 
some part of ————, I would thank you, sir, to give me any in- 
formation in your power respecting his religious character, situ- 
ation, private character, disposition, hi ibits, education, abilities, 
public character, or any other traits in his general character with 
which you may have been acquainted—{for we are all astonish- 
ingly ignorant respecting him. I have in my possession some 
poetry, in the hand writing of my father, addressed to yourself, 
from which | should infer you were one of his friends. If 80, you 
have, doubtless, often thought of his orphan family, and as olen 
commended them to Him, who careth for the widow and the fa- 

therless. 

My father’s dust, as you probably know, lies in ; 
I lately visited the sods which cover his remains. A small white 
stone is all that points the inquiring child to the grave of a pa- 











o 
rent, whose memory is affectionately treasured up in the heart, 


though the spirit of the parent took its untimely flight, ere the 
child could know the worth of a father. I have often deeply 
lamented, that the father whom I tenderly loved—the voice whose 
counsel | needed—and the lips from which I might have drawn 
insti ‘uction, should all be dumb for ever ere I was old enough to 
receive even the last blessing. 

Since ] have been under the necessity of introducing myself, 

Von. vit. 4M tl . 


- TP }- Saturday, March 8 8, 1821. [No. XXI. 

















642 Correspondence, -r. 


1 would briefly inform you, that | am the youngest cluld ; that ; 
have, by much anxiety, by industry and charity, nearly complet. 
ed my second year in college; that I hope to be permitted 1 
spend my life in the service of the Lord Jesus ; and, hereafter. 
though unworthy, to walk in the streets of eternal day. 

I might give you a long history of my mother, brothers, and 
sisters. but I have already wearied your patience.—Excuse, sir. 
the liberty | have taken, and the novelty of the subject upon 
which I have written, aad believe me to be, though personally 
unknown, with respect and esteem, 

your’s most affectionately, &c. 
LETTER Il. 
—_ —— ., June 28, 1820, 

Dear Sir— Your interesting favour of the 6th inst. was receiy 
ed, and read with emotions which | am unable to describe. A 
letter addressed from the son, and youngest child of a friend and 
companion, one so highly loved and esteemed—endeared to my 
heart by years’ of intimate friendship and social intercourse— 
where mutual confidence knew no reserve, and our joys and sor- 
rows formed a joint stock in the commerce of life :—a Ictter, pre- 
senting one an orphan weeping over the monument of his Mather, 
whom he can scarcely recollect, and venfing the feelings @ filial 
piety, ina list of such affecting and interesting inquirié$; could 
not fail to awaken in my heart the tenderest sensibility, and re- 
vive afresh the pleasing painful recollection of scenes identifier 
with the memory of your father, which are now gone, and pas 
with the years beyond the flood. 





Dulce reminisci et illustabile tempus. 


Impute not, my dear friend, the delay of my answer to apathy 
or intentional neglect. A week’s absence from homme, and the 
pressure of domestic business, have been the intervening cause. 
My first leisure minutes are devoted to your request. 1 approach 
the task with a melancholy pleasure and a solemn awe; with : 
deep impression of a transitory world, and regretting my inc 
bility to do justice, either to your feelings or my own. 

Your father, sir, was a loving anda beloved friend of mine, 
and from our first acquaintance, a peculiar attachment subsisted 
between us. In attempting, therefore, the delicate task of draw- 
ing his character, and presenting you some broken memoirs oi 
his life, how much allowance is to be made for the partiality o! 
friendship ; I am incapable of judging, nor have you the neces- 
sary data for calculating. 

I first became acquainted with him in 1789. I was then 26 
years old, and I think we were nearly of the same age. He was 
settled in . asa practising physician, was in family 





state, and had one or two children. His circumstances wet? 
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narrow, though not penurious. He had purchaseda small farm 
sear the sai , an inconsiderable river so called, and 
ad built a small brick house thereon; by the expense of which, 
t believe, he was for a time somewhat embarrassed. But he 
vas active, resolute, and persevering ; his proiessional reputa- 
ion was rising, and he soon had a pretty extensive circle of 
‘gedical practice. [ was a candidate for the gospel ministry, and 

, a town adjoiniag, 17 miles north of 








T 
5 
‘avited to preach in —— 
commenti zur 1 was ordained and settled; and though we 
‘ved in different towns, your father’s house was buta mile and 
‘ + half from mine: so that he was my neighbour, parishioner, and 
family physician. He was one of the first acquaintance I formed 
in — . Ee honoured me with his particular attention, and 
a mutual friendship and intimacy ensued. which was cherished 
and strengthened through life. His patronage and support were 
ever Goubtful, even in cases which tried men’s souls, and dis- 
tinguished real from prete nded friends. He was one of my firm- 
est supporicrs, and his medical services to me and my family, 
for which we aad much occasion, were ever gratuitous. 

Your father, sir, had many natural and moral excellencies ; 
uit, like mysell, he was a very imperfect man. His principal 
foible, if I mistake not, was too strong a thirst for promotion in 
civil office. Yet | never new him lower the dignity ot his cha- 
racter, nor resort to dishonourable means, in pursuit of his ob- 
ject. He had too high a value for reputation, not to guard it 
witha jealous eye. He was too much alive to popular favour, it 
must be confessed; yet he was frank, open, and unreserved: 
what he felt, he felt strongly ; and what he felt he spoke without 
disguise. He was a discerning judge of characters, and while 


‘dent in his attachments, his prejudices were as the bars of a 
- stle. % % * * * * *~ 


*¥ ¥ ¥ * 
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He rose—not so much in property, 
ne pos sessed not the fac ulty of amassing wealth, but he rose in 
ivil preferment; from ordinary town oflices, to one of the highest 
eats of civil magistracy in the state, and for several years was 
a member of the legislative council. 

While he lived at — le experienced a sorrowful casu- 
alty. As he was riding in great haste to visit a patient, he over- 
set his carriage, broke his leg, and dislocated his ankle ina very 
dreadful manner. While he was waiting by the way side for 
surgical help, in that state of distress and agony, Le drew his 
nencil, and wrote an ejaculatory sonnet, breathing the most ar- 
dent spirit of devotion, resignation, and trust Th God. 

The effects of this wou: rd were long and distressing. He was 
‘or years a cripple; and, indeed, never seemed to be fully re- 
covered from it. He here closed his political career; retired 

| from public business, and shut his eyes to the phantom of popu- 
| iarity. He found the world was a bubble, which had hroken 9: 
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the touch. He afterwards removed with his family to ———~, 
where he spent his few remaining years and closed his earth], 
course. . 

A short time previous to his removal from » and whil 
he was upon his crutches, he made me a precous and interestiny 
visit, which I shall always remember. Ele arrived, with an at. 
tendant, in the evening: I was from home, and did not retury 
till hed-time. Your father had just retired to his bed-chamber, 
He heard me come home. He could not wait till morning. | 
heard him thumping and hobbling along down :—we met at the 
foot of the stair-case——seized each other by the hand, and were 
both, for some time, too much affected to speak, but by the si- 
lent eloquence of tears. It was a rich entertainment to us both, 
in an endearing interview of two days, to renew our old acqvaint- 
ance, and mutually recite the last chapter of our history, and 
the various changes through which we had passed ;—for we had 
not scen each other then for about seven years. 

I could not but cherish a secret hope, that the dealings of Pro- 
vidence had been sanctified to your dear father. Though always 
the friend to ministers—to the support of religion, order, and 
gospel institutions, he then seemed different from what he had 
ever before. He appeared more orthodox in his creed ; to have 
come off from the ground of Arminian sentiments, upon which 
we had formerly had many friendly, yet painful controversies. 
He seemed to talk more feelingly, and from the heart, upon prac- 
tical and experimental religion; he appeared more humble, more 
weaned from the world. He declared himself much interested 
and edified in the devotions of the family, and professed to hope 
that he had the love of God in his heart. Whether his views 
were beyond sympathy and high wrought natural affection, I 
must leave for the day of judgment todetermine. — It would, how- 
ever, have strengthened my charity, could I afterwards have 
learned that he had made a public profession of religion, and 
practised family worship. 

I never saw him but once afterwards—that was in the summer 
of . I made him a visit in , and I remember his 
little , then but three or four years old. Your father ap- 
peared reduced in his circumstances, and not in much business. 
His bodily sufferings; the long continued illness and partial de- 
rangement of your mother, and his various misfortunes and dis- 
appointments, had almost broken him down: though he was 
cheerful—his spirits in a good measure buoyant—for he loved 
me too well not to feel exhilarated by my visit. He was all at- 
tention and brotherly kindness. 











Nonnulla inferiora discerpta. 


Your father, sir, possessed a bright natural genius, and had it 
been cultivated by a classical education, he would doubtless have 
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hi Id an eminent rank as ascientific character. In his profession 
he stood high; was respected and useful; his natural dis sposition 
was in a hig sh degree social; his sensibility keen; he was all 
nerve :—his spirits volatile—easily elevated or depressed ; hts 
heart was aflectionate, and v ibrated in unison with the notes of 
friendship. He tenderly sympathized with the afflicted and dis- 
tressed—was faithful in his attention to the sick, and often serv- 
ed the poor without fee or reward. His understanding was in- 
formed by reading and observation ; his imagination vivid ; his 
memory tenacious; his mind stored with images, which he could 
call in to the aid of glowing description, in which he delighted. 
IIc had a taste for the belles lettres, wrote ina very pretty “style, 
and often acquitted himself hi indsomely ina public oration. But 
j must close, in the language of the poet— 
No farther seck his merits to disclose, 
Nor drag his frailties from their dread abode ; 
There, they alike, in trembling hope repose ; 
The bosom of his father and his God. 
Yours, &c. 
LETTER III. 

Collere, August 5th, 1620. 
Rev. and very Dear Sir,—I read your kind letter of the 28th 
of last month, with many tears. Left at an early age a destitute 
orphan, and compelled to crowd my way, thus far, through a sel- 
fish world, | have often seen many a cold face of indifference. 
Often has my heart been withered by secing helplessness derid- 
ed. Judge then of my feelings, on reading your letter. I felt, 
as though i in secking after the vestiges of a father that is gone, 
I had found another father. Accept, dear sir, my gratitude for 
your kindness in writing, Few know the feelings of an orphan, 
when he finds one who is willing to say, “Your father was my 
friend.”” The picture you drew of my father’s character, very 
nearly resembled the one my imagination had painted, and in 
reading your letter | can discover many traits of my own charac- 
ter. lam happy to inform you that my father, to my recollec- 
tion, attended family worship, and I believe made a profession 
of religion. 

As you was so good as to answer my last, I have made bold 
to address you on another topic. By the advice of the President 
of the college, and of the faculty generally, I must soon take some 
means to regain my health. I had naturally a good constitution, 
but have broken it down. My peculiar circumstances forced me 


to fit for college in a year’s time ; and though, as you may sup- 


pose, | was not very well fitted, "yet this evidently injured my 
health. I came from — to this place on foot, bringing my 
books and clothes on my back, because I had no money. After 


























G4 Cori espondence, gc. 


entering college the same necessity forced mé to teach schog’ 
i engaged in a school two miles and a half from —? henge 
back and forth every morning and eveniag, during the first win- 
ter, and kept up with my clas J here injured my eyes by nigh 
study of Greek. ‘The next summer I took a school of wild hoys 
in ———.,, und never missed a recitation all summer. During 
the fall vacation, I took a school in ———-. Thus, while I earn. 
ed 160 dollars the first year of my college life, 1 injured my 
health, and this — I be; gin to feel it. A constant and violent 
pain in my breas , t, admonish es me that it is time to do something 
for it besides studying. J have been advised b ry the P rofessors 
and Tutors, to take a journey during the coming vacation. } 
have, for these reasons, conciuded to take a journey on foot, the 
next vacation, to —-, returning by way of the 
— ; hoping, by means of this exercise, to restore my health. 
Perhaps, sir, you may smile at my plan, e specially when | in- 
form you that I have no money to defray the expenses of the 
journey. J am aware of fat icucs and difficulties—but to these | 
am accustomed. I travelled from — to this college with 56 
cents; and though, during this journey, I slept once under a fine 
cedar bush, yet amas well off now as if had travelled ina 

coach. | believe that walking will be as likely to restore my 
health as any other means, and it is the least expensive. I go 
to ——-— because I have sisters there, whom | wish to see, 
Though the flesh shrinks at the thought of travelling 6 or 700 
miles, destitute and among strangers, yet the spirit is undaunted. 
I would endure any fatigues for my old constitution. 

The object of my telling you this long s _— is this:—T wish 
to inquire if you think there are any gentlemen at - 
near there, on whom I had better call. If so, would you be so 
good as to send me a line of introduction io them. It is my wis! 
to become acquainted with men and manners; and if there are 
any in ——-——, who were acquainted with my father, perme 1ps 
they would not be unwilling to see his son. Any introductions 
or hints you could give me, as to my journey, would be thank- 
fully received. I would thank you sir, to write me, and give me 
any advice you think proper; | shall probably leave this place, 
Deo volente, in about four or five weeks. 

I am happy to state, that there is considerable attention to re- 
ligion in - Meetings are frequent and crowded. Sin. 














=, Or 





ners are inquiring after Jesus. The voice is small, and very 
still, though not on this account the less powerful. Christians 
are ‘awaking. With one or two exceptions the work has noi 
reached college, except as the brethren are much engaged. A 
general seriousness, however, pervades college. We wish to be 
still, and pray the more. The church met lately, and many tears 
were shed over our backslidings. ‘The faculty feel the efiects 0 
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gion and are engaged. Oh sir, do you and your good people 
ay for our college—we beg you to pray that God would not in 
wrath pass us by, ‘and leave us to ourselves. 

[ must again ask your indulgence for again troubling you. 
Had I an arin upon w hich I could lean, I would not trouble those 
with whom fan unacquainted. [do not feel so much alarmed 
bout my health as do my friends here ; though f think I must 

row better or worse this fall. 

Should you know of any gentleman on my route with whom it 
would be useful for me to become acqua tinted, and would put me 
n a way to be introduced, you will draw still closer the cords 
which now bind my heart to yours; and if an orphan’s thanks, 

ind an orphan’s prayers will be of an y service to you, they shall 
be yours. 

Taking—ithe night cometh—for your motto, | pray that you 
aay go on in the service of Jesus; that your labours may be 
abundantly blessed; that whatever may be our lot in this life, 
we may meet at last in the kingdom of our God. Please to write 

e by mail before long. 

b ‘lieve me, Rev. and Dea r Sir, when for my own, as well as 


other’s sake, T sy! scribe my self, 
TT fo a — Be. o = 
Yours most alfectionateiv, we, 
LETTER IV. 
sf 4OD 
seeemeeniemncuemenena. Jtugust 3, 1820. 


My Dear Friend,—-Y our interesting letter of the 5th inst. came 
urecily to hand, and the ardent emotions of sympathy and be- 
nevolent desire, which it excited in our breasts, forbid me to de- 
lay, in return, to present you with a synopsis of our feelings, 
wishes, purposes, and plans on your behalf. I say ours, because 
in the discharge of this office, | am the organ of a number enlisted 
in the same feelings and designs. My wife takes a deep interest 
in your case. She is a member of, and sustains an office in the 
Femate Benevolent Society in -—————, and will diffuse her feel- 
‘ngs among the warm-hearted Dorcases of her sisterhood. My 
church is an education soc iety, organized as such, and has annu- 
ly, that 1s for two years p ast, and since Its ie transmit- 
ted about $70 of prope rty, in money and clothing, Col- 
‘ogee 1 mention these circumstances merely to ne you some 
confidence in the feelings of the Christians of - But 
now to the point. From the — of your letter, my mind 
has been so strongly enlisted, that | could not rest till I had 
laid your case before several of my dear brethren, and of course 
have had occasion repeatedly to read them our correspondence, 
tointroduce you to their acquaintance as far as | could, and con- 
sult with them relative to the best ways and means. The result 
at our deliberations is as follows :— 

. We take the liberty to dissent from your plan of a pedes- 
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trian expedition of 6 or 700 miles, sans mone y, sans horse, sans 
every thing, in quest of health, lest you sacrifice your object j 

the very outset, and the chosen means ol effecting, be the even. 
tual means of defe: ating your end. Thou: oh toa young man in 
robust health, a journey on foot might be a salutary exercise; a 
cedar bush a ple asant nocturnal retreat; und a light purse, no 
addition to the weight of his pack; yet, a sick scholar cught not 
to ape the manners, nor attempt to naturauze the habits of a 
marching soldier. ‘This, in our view, and in your case, would not 
be trusting but tempting Providence. Surely the periormance of 
such a tour cannot be with you an object of p osthuimous ambition : : 
though if it were, your laurels might bloom around, dic Jacet, in 
less than a year. But health, and not sickness—a life of useiul- 
ness, and not an early grave, is your object. You can form no 
safe conclusion, in application to this question, trom your jour- 
ney from to College. ‘The reasoning is fallacious. 
Then, you was in health, and able to endure fatigue and jard- 
ship. Now, your constitution is broken; your health impaired ; 
your strength fe eble ; and you are In imminent danger of a pul- 
monary consumption. The fatigues, privations, and anxte lies of 
such a journey, would accelerate, rather than retard, the progress 
of disease; and probably ensure its fatal issue. And w ‘hat 
would be the additional benefits gained i in comy sapison with those 
of an equestrian journey, P rovided you sk honld Ml turn In no worse, 
er even in better health? The fatigue endured, and the time 
spent, would be double, and the expense incurred at least equal. 
But, you will say, give this adviee to those whe have the means to 
profit by it: but as in me, alas! / have neither horse, nor MONEY, 
and no alternative in my choice. Reflect, my dear , that you 
are in a land of Christians, who are as willing to give, as to pray 
for the needy and distressed; and many of them, stand pledged 
4 to their Redeemer, for your sup port and education. Do you not 
‘ know that the earth and its fulness is the Lord’s—His the silver 
and the gold ?—and His the cattle and the Aorses upon a thou- 














: sand hills? He, therefore, bids you ride; and we know that 
when the Lord had need of a horse, there was one found tied at 
the first cross road, and the earthly owner vernataany resigned 
him. Do not, therefore, my son, rashly adopt a plan, attended 
with so much hazard. If you will accord me the honourable re- 

: lation of a father, allow me, | will not say the power of parental 

authority, but the right of parental advice. 

2. You must gi -atily us with a visit at ——. Our hearts 
are set upon it, and we cannot be denied. Get all things ready, 
4 in the mean time, and immediately after commencement, or when- 
‘ ever you conclude to begin your journey, come directly on to 





——. Get here as you can: it is but miles, and it 18 
your best course to ———. You will here find a father’s and 
mother’s house; and, I trust, no cause to regret your trouble. 
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You must bring with you (you would naturally procure them if you 
should not come here) proper vouchers of your character, under the 
hand of the President or faculty of the College. This you will 
feel is a reasonable requisition, a sine qua non, to prevent all 
suspicion of imposture, and entitle you to the patronage of Chris- 


tian people in C————-, to whom you are as yet a stranger. 
* + % * * 7 * * * * & 
% * * * * ¥ *¥ *¥ ¥ *¥ * 


8. We will endeavour to do something for you when you come. 
It isa privilege which we claim ; a debt which we owe to the 
Redeemer, and to you as one of his family. We design, my 
dear child, that you shall not travel destitute of a horse or a 
purse, north of C : the latter ] think you may count upon 
with certainty. 

You must write me, in answer to this, as soon as you can. 
Mrs. wishes you to mention if you need any articles of 
clothing, and what—that she and her sisters may have it ready 
when you come. 

May the Lord direct and bless you; restore you to health; 
prosper you in your studies ; and prepare you, in due time, to 
be a faithful and useful labourer in his vineyard. 

Yours with paternal affection, &c. 

N. B. TIT think it would be a good plan for you to get a ride 
this way with some of the gentlemen who may attend commence- 
ment. I shall try to engage some one to bring you on. In the 
mean time, accept and use for your comfort the trifle enclosed. 

LETTER V. 
College, August 22, 1820. 

Rev. and very Dear Sir,—Your letter of the 13th instant is 
now lying before me. I should have answered it immediately, 
but feared lest the ardency of youth, and high wrought feelings, 
might tempt me to use expressions more hyperbolical than my 
cooler moments would dictate. 

When your letter arrived, I was about giving up the idea of 
my contemplated journey; but you revived my hopes, as a small 
shower from a benevolent hand revives the withering plant. 
Since I last wrote you my health has failed fast. A continual 
cough, united with my disorder of the breast, severely afflicts 
me; and the gloomy cloud, which at first was hardly noticed in 
my sky, has continually been blackening. 

3efore I proceed further, let me assure you, sir, that I feel my 
heart as it were crushed, by the kindness of a people who never 
knew me. Ah sir, were,| able to pursue my first plan, and to 
have gone my journey solus in solo, my heart had never shrunk 
from fatigues and hardships ; but when I see benevolence extend- 
— charities that are sacred, " hand shrinks back, impelled 

"OL. VII. 4 
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by its own unworthiness. The feelings of a student are common- 
ly sensible; of a charity student, tender; of a sick charity stu- 
dent, the most delicate. Judge, then, how I felt while reading 
your letter—a letter not dictated by selfishness, nor written with 
the pen of indifference ; but a letter written by a pen dipped in 
benevolence, and guided by the fingers of love. 1 shail say no 
more on this point, for my pen is too full. I shail accept of your 
kindness, nor will I atterbpt to thank you—for I should do injus- 
tice to my feelings, and perhaps appear ridiculous: but] may 
pour out my thanks in secret, even to my Heavenly Father, and 
malevolence shall never accuse me of insincerity. 
* * * * * % * * % os 

I took the liberty to show your letter to President ———_, jt 
affected him little less than it did me. He feels much more 
alarmed about me than | do about myself, and advises me to 
leave college immediately, or to put myself under the care of Dr. 
. Ihave done neither. 4 am hindered from the latter by 
the fear of expense; and from the former, because | wish to stay 
till after the examination. I shall then, if health permit, leave 
college a fortnight from next Thursday night; and, if possible, 
be in — afortnight from next Saturday. 1 know not that 
I shall be able to walk this distance in two days, especially as I 
shall have a great coat, and some few clothes to carry; but if 
not, I trust the Lord will provide for me. As to clothes for my 
journey, tell my dear mother , that I do not know that I 
shall need more than I have. The ladies in have been ex- 
ceedingly kind to me. I shall wear a black suit which they gave 
me. ‘This suit is much too good, but I have no other; and m 
next clothes must be made, according to the plan adopted by the 
students in college. 

I would speak concerning the state of religion in this place, 
but I dare not: we stand in the most awful state of suspense— 
a cloud seems ready to burst upon us, but Christians will not 
pray with sufficient fervency to pierce it. Oh pray for us— 
pray for our college, pray for our college. -1 will give you fur- 
ther particulars when I see you. 

I must now close, though I know not how to do so, but writ- 
ing gives me pain. I hope to see you before long, and talk face 
to face—though I cannot then appear like myself. J shall cer- 
tainly fetch proper testimonials of my character. Standing as I 
do, perhaps upon the very verge of the grave, I can have go 
motive to impose upon you. I hope you did not suspect me. 

Salute your good people in my name. Tell them I may not be 
what they expect; tell them that my life may not be useful ; tell 
them that the unsuspecting traveller may soon press beneath his feet 
the sods that shall cover my poor remains ; tell them I may be 
a hypocrite ; I may be a Judas; tell them this, and tell them that 
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whatever else I may possess, so long as | live, they will find that 
| have a grateful heart—a bosom that swells with gratitude. 
[ remain, my dear father, 
your unknown, though ever affectionate son, &c. 

P. S. I found $3 enclosed from you. Oh! sir, when a minis- 
ter gives to me my heart aches. I fear you could not do this 
consistently with duty. It is the greatest present | ever receiv- 
ed irom an individual. I feel as though I was doing wrong to 
take it. Oh, it makes me feel litthe—it makes me feel ashamed 
to live on the charity of others. [| suppose I inherit too much of 
my father’s independency of character—pride. Till I see you, 
thanks—tears, prayers. Adieu. 

THE SEQUEL. 

Our young friend and correspondent , arrived at 
our house on ‘Tuesday evening, much sooner than he had pro- 
posed, or we expected ; his departure being hastened by his fail- 
ing health. We found him a very observing, ingenuovs, intelli- 
gent, affectionate and interesting young man, and hopefully pos- 
sessing the greatest of all accomplishments—piety. He brought 
ample, and very honourable recommendations from President 
, his Tutor, Mr. — , and others of the faculty of the 
college. His state of health was as critical as he had represent 
ed. The attending symptoms of pain in his breast, cough, and 
night sweats, were threatening; so that our fears and hopes 
about his eventual recovery, were equipoised. The account 
which he gave us of the rapid progress of the revival in ’ 
and ————, was very animating, and the interest he appeared to 
take in it tended to endear him to us. In his countenance, figure, 
air and manners, I recognized a resemblance of his father; 
the friend I once so highly valued, and whose memory will ever 
be dear to me. I put him under the care of Dr, ———, our fa- 
mily physician, a gentleman of experience and eminence in his 
profession, who prescribed for him, and attended to him while he 
staid. During his continuance with us, his health appeared sta- 
tionary. He tarried till Friday morning, Sept. 8th, and then 
took his departure for - | was happily successful in hiring 
him a horse, and obtaining for him by charity a sufficient sum to 
defray the expenses of his journey, and rejoiced much, in being 
able to redeem the pledge | had given him in the promise of as- 
sistance. 

In the whole affair, I could not but notice with admiration the 
hand of Providence, so manifestly displayed, in all the circum- 
stances and events which brought him to our acquaintance, and 
led to so interesting a sequel ; thence gathering a pleasing hope, 
that it may be the gracious purpose of Him, who is wonderful in 
counsel, and excellent in working, to restore this highly promis- 
ing young man to health, and prepare him for service and useful- 
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ness in the Saviour’s kingdom onearth. May God grant this de. 
sirable issue. 

At his departure I gave him letters of introduction to the fol- 
lowing gentlemen on his route : 

[Here follows the names of 12 highly respectable gentlemen. | 

After a prosperous journey, and an interesting visit to his’sis- 
ters and friends in , and experiencing much kindness and 
hospitality from his new made acquaintances on the way, he re- 
turned here on Tuesday, October the 17th. His health was 
improved ; his threatening symptoms gone; his strength and ap. 
petite daily increasing. On Tuesday the 24th he left here in 
good spirits, to resume his studies at college. Thus our hopes 
are realized ; our prayers graciously answered ; and let the praise 
be given where it is due.* 





* The “ sorrowful casualty” alluded to in Letter II. p. 643, was recorded ina res- 
pectable Magazine of the day as follows : 

*¢ Doctor , an eminent physician of R , riding at full speed to visit a 
patient dangerously sick, was thrown from his horse, broke his leg, and wrenched the 
foot so as to dislocate it at the ankle. In this deplorable situation the Doctor remained 
near two hours before any assistance came. In the meanwhile he crawled te a rock 
by the side of a run of water, in which he laved the wounds and cleansed them from 
the clotted blood and the fragments of his stocking which had been impelled into 
them ; and taking his instruments from his pocket, with astonishing fortitude pro- 
ceeded to take up a principal blood vessel ; and when found by his triends was dis- 


covered with a pencil in his hand, with which he had just concluded writing the fol- 
lowing 








“ Ejaculatory Sonnet. 
“¢ Thy judgments Lord, are holy, right, and just, 
Though evils press, and though we sink to dust ; 
‘Though darkness shroud thy throne and cloud thy face, 
I cleave to thee and hope thy pardoning grace. 


‘Firm is thy truth, thy promise ever sure, 
And Jesus’ blood my safety will procure ; 
Thy mercy beams with full resplendent ray, 
And ope’s the portals of eternal day. 


*¢ Before thy throne I bow beneath thy rod, 
And own the arm and angry frown of God ; 
Thy hand I feel, nor dare thy dreadful pow’r, 
Support me, God, in this tremendous hour. 


“‘ Whate’er my doom, whate’er my state may be, 
Oh, grant me still to put my trust in thee. 


& Much has been vaunted of the firmness of the ancient stoics; bu¢ he who caa 
enter into the dreadful agonies of the Doctor’s distress must confess, that the serene 
fortitude and true magnanimity of the Christian, by far excel the boasted insensibility 
of the stoic.” 

We are sure the above correspondence will awaken the tenderest sensibilities and 
best feelings of our readers, and excite a deep interest in behalf of the young gentle- 
man who is struggling with pecuniary embarrassment and various difficulties, to obtain 
the necessary education to fit him for entering the service of his Lord and Master, as 
a minister of His gospel. The Managers of education societies may learn how im- 
portant it is that they confine the charities at their disposal to such a number of bene- 
ficiaries as they may be able to support, without subjecting them to such labour as tends 
to the injury of their health, and ultimately to frustrate the object they have in view. 

We shall only add, that we have the best authority for assuring those who 
are willing to spare a little from their abundance to aid the deserving and excellent 
young man, who has been thus “ seeking the vestiges of a father” long since dead, 
that donations, sent to D. H. Wickuam, Esq. No. 59 Fulton-street, New-York, in 
tended for him, will be faithfully applied to aid him in completing his education. 








Extract from the Rev. Samuel Bacon’s Journal. € 
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To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Sir,—Few of those who had the happiness to know the late 
Rey. Samuel Bacon, during his residence in New-York, whilst 
arranging the voyage of the ship Elizabeth, Capt. Sebor, for Si- 
erra Leone and Sherbro, on the coast of Africa, will readily for- 
cet him. His pure philanthropy, his ardent zeal, his fervent love 
of God, his disinterestedness, his affectionate heart, his gospel 
simplicity, and self-devotedness to the uninviting, unpromising, 
and almost ridiculed cause of bleeding Africa, recommended him 
to the mind and heart of every man who could feel affection, or 
admire benevolence. In the mysterious dispensations of Him, 
“ who maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters,” 
this generous friend of the human race had scarcely touched the 
land, which his heart panted to improve, ere his dust was 
mingled with the dust of Africa, and his soul elevated to the glo- 
ries of the heavenly world. 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” 
Where the mortal remains of Bacon rest, there is a hallowed spot. 
Succeeding ages will revere the grave of the first American mar- 
tyr in the cause of Africa ; whose soul glowed with desire to make 
amends for the bonds of her children, and to wipe away the stain 
on his own country, by rendering her the voluntary benefactress 
of that injured land. 

I had the privilege of being a friend, who saw his works, who 
heard his prayers, and helped him on his way. — His “ home” in 
New-York was with Mr. George Warner, of the same communion 
with himself, (the Episcopal Church.) In the journal kept by 
Mr. Bacon on his voyage to Africa, he inserted a few verses ex- 
pressive of his feelings. Being favoured with a copy of them, 
from a much esteemed friend, [ beg Jeave to send them to you 
for insertion. They justify, as far as they go, the opinion which 
his friends entertained of him. A SuBscRIBER. 

New- York,-Feb. 20, 1821. 

EXTRACT FROM THE REV. SAMUEL BACON’S JOURNAL, 
Addressed to Mr. George Warner. 


While thought a homeward path has trac’d 

Back o’er the spreading ocean waste, 
There daily comfort gladden’d me ; 

My heart has fixed upon the place, 

Where cheer’d with smiles and bless’d with grace 
A home | found, a home with thee. 


A home! ahome! that name belov’d, 
Has many a cankering care remov’d, 
When tortures oft have sadden’d me ; 
No more perhaps a home will greet 
‘The weary pilgrims lagging feet, 
With thee, my last I found with thee. 




















654 City Ajfuirs. 


But cease the murmur! hush the sigii! 

A home thou say’st, a home is nigh, 
The bosom of thy God shall be 

A home of comfort, home of peace, 

Where all thy wanderings shall cease ;—- 
My God, my home I'll seek with thee. 


When Afric’s sun and dews have spent 

The little strength that Heaven has lent, 
And time with me for ever cease : 

Oh let my joyful spirit rise, 

And find its home above the skies, 
And everlasting rest and peace. 


Oh! Africa, I cross the wave* 

To tell thee thowart not a slave, 
Thou long hast kiss’d the rod: 

Unloose, unloose thy iron bands, 

And raise aloft thy bleeding hands, 
And stretch them unto God. 


AN INQUIRING JEW. 

An interesting circumstance lately occurred at Plymouth, Eng. 
which should not be unnoticed. A respectable and candid Jew, 
a teacher of Hebrew there, expressed a desire to hold a friendly 
conversation with his converted brother, Mr. Solomon, on the 
subject of Christianity.’ A time was accordingly appointed, and 
in the presence of some Christian friends who were assembled, 
an amicable discussion took place. The Jewish teacher dis- 
played a proper candour, and Mr. Solomon was enabled with 
meekness and fear, to give a reason of the hope that is in him, 
and to speak like a workman that needeth not to be ashamed. 
The discussion continued for three hours. We earnestly pray 
that the God of Abraham may follow it with his blessing. 


CITY AFFAIRS. 
THE CMRISTIAN AND CIVIC ECONOMY OF LARGE 'TFOWNS. 


With regard to the local system, Dr. Chalmers recommends a 
trial, as the only thing necessary to prove its excellence. 


“ Any one, or, at most, two philanthropists, may set forth upon such an 
experiment. ‘They will soon, in the course of their inquiries, be enabled 
to verify the actual state of our city families, and, at the same time, their 
openness to the influence of a pervading operation. Let them, for this 
purpose, make their actual entrance upon a district, which they have pre- 
viously chalked out as the ground of their benevolent enterprise; and it 
were better, that it should be in some poor and neglected part of the city- 
Let the one introduce the other to every family; and on the simple er- 


* Written at sea. ‘ 
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rand, that he meant to set up a sabbath school, to be just at hand, and for 
the vieinity around bim. With no other manner than that which Christian 
a dictate, and just such questions as are consistent with the 

spect which every human being should entertain for another, we pro- 
mise him, not mere ly a civil, but a cordial reception in almost every house, 
and a discreet answer to all his inquiries. ‘The first thing which, j in all 
likelihood, will meet his observation, is the mighty remainder of good that 
is left for him to do, amid the number and exertion of the general sabbath 
schools that are on every side of him. It may be otherwise in some few 
accidental districts ; but, speaking generally, he will assemble a sufficient 
school out ef a population of 300. ee of all characters will accept 
his proposit tion with gratitude. And if, on his first meeting with their 
children in some apartment of the district, he should be disappointed by 
the non-attendance of some whom he was counting on. a few calls of in- 
quiry on the subject, will generally, at length, secure the point of their 
attendance; and, by following up every case of absence with a wee k-day 
juquiry at the parents, he will-secure the regularity of it; and thus may he 
bring his moral and personal influence into contact with their young, for 
a few hours of every recurring sabbath; and also keep up an influence 
through the whole week, by the circulation of books from a small library 
attached to his institution. It will prove a mighty accession to the rood 
that he is doing, if he hold frequent intercourse with the families. Their 
kindness and his enjoyment will grow with the growth of their mutual 
acquaintanceship. And should heyin the spirit of a zealous philanthropy, 
resolve to cultivate the district as his own—should he fill up every opening 
to usefulness which occurs in it—should he mix consideration with sym- 
pathy—and, in all his services and all his distributions, bear a respect to 
their character as well as to their comfort—we cannot confidently say. 
that he will turn many from Satan unto God, but he will extinguish many 
an element, both of moral and political disorder. 

“ A few months of perseverance will thoroughly engage him to the 
cause that he has undertaken. He will feel a comfort i in this style of phi- 
lanthropy, which he does not feel in the bustle and distraction of manifold 
societies. He will enjoy both the unity and the effectiveness of his doings. 
And, instead of pacing, as he does now, among dull committees, and 
perplexing himself among the questions of a large and laborious superin- 
tendence, will he expatiate, without encumbrance, upon his own chosen 
field, and rejoice in putting forth his immediate hand, on the work of re- 
claiming it from that neglected waste of ignorance and improvidence by 
which it is surrounded.”—pp. 67—70. 


The prevailing spirit of the times is a great hindrance to Dr. 
Chalmers’ plans. 


“The truth is, that a task so isolated as that which we are now pre- 
scribing, does not suit with the present rage for generalising. There is 
an appetite for designs of magnificence. ‘There is an impatience of every 
thing short of a universal sche me, landing in a universal result. Nothing 
will serve but a mighty organization, with the promise of mighty conse- 
guences ; and, let any single person be infected with this spirit, and he 
may decline from the work ofa single court or lane in a city as an object far 
too limited for his contemplation. He may like to share, with others, in 
ihe enterprise of subordinating a whole city to the power of some great and 
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combined operation. And we may often have to deliver a man from this 
ambitious tendency, ere we can prevail upon him to sit humbly and per- 
severingly down to his task—ere we can lead him to forget the whole, and 
practically give himself to one of its particulars—ere we can satisfy him, 
that, should he moralize one district of 300 people, he will not have lived 
in vain—ere we can get him to pervade his locality, and quit his specula- 
tion.” —pp. 71, 72. 

“ There is an impatience on the part of many a raw and sanguine phi- 
lanthropist, for doing something great; and, akin to this, there is an im- 
patience for doing that great thing speedily. ‘They spurn the condition of 
drivelling amongst littles ; and unless there be a redeeming magnificence 
in the whole operation, of which they bear a part, are there some who 
could not be satisfied with a humble and detached allotment in the great 
vineyard of human usefulness. Net that we at all admire the narrowness of 
an unsocial spirit, which cares for nothing beyond the confines of its own 
territory. It is simply, that we hold it to be bad moral tactics, thus to extend 
the field of management—thus to bring a whole city or a whole province un- 
der one unwieldy jurisdiction—ihus to weaken, by dispersion, the inte- 
rest which we think is far more vivid and effective when concentrated up- 
on one given locality—thus to exchange the kindliness of a small appro- 
priated home for the cold lustre of a wider and more public management— 
thus to throw ourselves abroad, over an expanse of superficiality, instead 
of thoroughly pervading and filling up each of its subordinate sections.” — 


pp. 73, 74. 


An attempt was made some time ago, by the Society for the 
Prevention of Pauperism, and several members of the Sunday 
School Union, to subordinate the whole city toa system of visit- 
ation, and that by a simultaneous movement on the part of many 
individuals. ‘The same plan is still contemplated by the society, 
but, in our opinion, it were greatly better that this were abandon- 
ed. The projectors of the scheme never found their way through 
the conflict and perplexity of many opinions, to its accomplish- 
ment. ‘To mustera force, in any way adequate to the commence- 
ment of such an emerprise, there was required a very wide and 
crowded arena of consultation upon the subject ; a Committee of 
more than 100 members, a portion from each ward of the city, 
were appointed, and this turned out, with but little exception, an 
arena of controversy and discussion, where, after a great deal of 
unproductive speechifying, the parties neutralized each other’s 
propositions, and the project was given up almost in despair. 
Even though it had been possible to institute a system of domi- 
ciliary visitation, theJwork of filling up the local committees, would 
have gone on most languidly—the agency would have sunk un- 
der a consciousness of a burden two heavy for them; it would 
have been utterly impossible to send, over this wide extent, the 
impetus of such a common spirit as is often observed to animate a 
more small and select band of philanthropists; in proportion to 
the sublimity of the-aim, would have been the shortness and slen- 
derness of its execution ; 
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«“ And one delusion more would have been added to the number of 
others, by which the public have been blinded to the fact, that, amid all 
the zeal and variety of our apparent doings in behalf of Christianity, we 
live at a time when irreligion is multiplying her proselytes every day, and 
vice, and ignorance, and ferocity, are making their most frightful advances 
overa rapidly degenerating population.” —p. 76. 

And we do not believe that this object of the Society for the 
Prevention of Pauperism will ever be attained, until they are con- 
tent to limit their exertions to the extent, of at most, a single 
ward, and direct all the talent and philanthropy of their Board, 
and the weight of that popularity which they have justly acquired, 
to operate on the population of a single district. 


oe 


Gutelligence, 


CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, 


The last publications we have received from England contain a great deal 
of interesting intelligence, from various quarters of the world. The fol- 
lowing extracts from the Correspondence of the British and Foreign 
Bible Seciety, selected for this number of our work, are deserving an 
attentive perusal of the friends of the Bible cause, and show the catholic 
spirit which the simple truths of the gospel are calculated to excite and 
nourish. 


From the Rev. Dr. Steinkopff. 


Cassel, August 30, 1820. 

Marburg was our next stations The Professor had invited us 
to take up our quarters in his hospitable mansion, and we consi- 
dered it an honour and privilege to spend a few days in the com- 
pany of Leander Van Ess, who had been, and still is, so distin- 
guished an instrument in the hand of God, to make our Catholic 
fellow Christians more extensively acquainted with his holy 
word. ‘The number of Catholic and Protestant Bibles and Tes- 
taments circulated by this extraordinary man up to June last, 
amounted to 388,888 copies, out of which 377,703 are: New Tes- 
taments of his own version, and 7,449 Lutheran Bibles.” The op- 
position which the Professor has lately experienced on the part 
of his Biblical adversaries is very severe; there are before me 
several prohibitions which have issued from episcopal authorities. 
Not a few priests and curates, who formerly lent a helping hand 
to the circulation of the New Testament, have been intimidated 
thereby; but the Professor remains firm, and though unwearied 
labours, combined with a load of anxious cares,have weakened 
his bodily constitution, hjs mind is as determined as ever to pro- 
secute a work which the providence of God has assigned to him. 


{Entering his house, the first thing which struck us was a number 


of bales and chests; they all contained either bound or unbound 
copies of his Testament: itis now published in four sizes, in 
Vor. vit. 40 
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large, middle, and small octavo, and in duodecimo. Three apart- 
ments are stocked with German, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin Scrip- 
tures, ready to be sent in various directions. Fresh opportuni- 
ties for circulation present themselves ; no sooner is one channel 
stopped than another opens. Applications now pour in from dif. 
ferent quarters. In some the people really thirst for the waters 
of life, but our friend has lately been obliged to restrict himself in 
his gratuitous distributions ; he has insisted in most cases on be- 
ing paid at least the expense of binding—in some he succeeded, 
but the far greater number of his friends plainly tell him, “Unless 
you send us bound copies to give to our people without money and 
“without price, we can no longer serve your cause.” The Pro- 
fessor is in a painful dilemma: on one hand he is anxious not to 
lose opportunities which never may occur again; on the other he 
clearly sees the necessity of acting with circumspection. I en- 
treated him to use his utmost exertions to procure subscriptions 
and donations, from his friends among the Catholic clergy and 
laity. “Ihave written again and again, (was his answer,) but 
succeeded not to the extent of my wishes.” I represented to our 
friend the constantly increasing demands made on the Parent So- 
ciety, not only from the Christian, but also the Mahometan and 
Heathen world; and put it to his own good sense, whether those 
on whom scarcely a single ray of divine light had yet shone, 
might not justly claim a propriety. ‘} am fully sensible (he re- 
plied) of the justice of your remark, but still forget not our Ca- 
tholic brethren, many of whom are immersed in ignorance and 
vice.” 1 assured him that our Committee felt as much disposed 
as ever to do the utmost they could, consistently with their other 
engagements, nor would they withdraw their assistance, as long 
as the God of heaven prospered their plans, and the Christian 
public furnished the needful means. He then showed me his ac- 
counts and documental papers, which are inspected by a Commit- 
tee of three respectable gentlemen; and I feel it due to our ex- 
cellent friend to state my strong conviction, that every thing is 
transacted with perfect integrity and order. 

Professor Van Ess seeks no earthly emolument, nor is the ap- 
plause of a vain world his aim; he desires not treasures which 
the moth and the rust consume; no, the glory of God, and the 
salvation of souls—these are the pure and heavenly principles 
which influence his mind, and stimulate his actions. It is a pleas- 
ing feature in the character of Van Ess, that you may speak to 
him with the utmost freedom; even when you differ from him, he 
listens with calmness, and thanks you for your fraternal observa- 
tions. e 

We found two pious divines in his house, who are both mem- 
bers of the university of Tubingen, and excellent Hebrew scho- 
lars; with them he has read Deuteronomy, and all the historical 
books of the Old Testament, He intends to commence the print- 
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ing of it in two or three months ; the first edition is to consist of 
10,000 copies. The last grant of 1000/. came most oppertune- 
ly ; it cheered this indefatigable labourer in the vineyard of the 
Lord, and enabled him to pursue his thorny path with fresh alacrity. 
I am not acquainted with the present financial state of our Society, 
but, if the funds admit, I would respectfully submit to the consi- 
deration of the Committee the propriety of granting additional aid 
to the Professor at the close of the present or the commencement 
of the next year; such a man is seldom to be met with. One of 
our dear friends has quitted the field ; another réttres; but Lean- 
der is still the we sentir of the Biblical cause: he showed 
me a list of applications for ‘Testaments; we read it over, and felt 
ained to refuse many. 

To friendly interposition ] owe a request from the Reformed 
Clergyman to preach in his church; I had a large and most at- 
tive audience of members of government, professors, clergy- 
men, military men, students, and citizens. I preached from 
Isaiah lv. 1, In the afternoon the Marburg Bible Society held 
its general meeting in the Town-hall. The introductory speech, 
delivered by the President, breathed a truly Christian spirit. 
The Report was drawn up by the Professor of History: it wili 
be printed, and transmitted to England. Several learned profes- 
sors, who are'well versed ‘in oriental literature, expressed their 
peculiar satisfaction at the many versions promoted by the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society in the Asiatic languages. I pre- 
sented copies of the Syriac, Hindostance, and the Ancient and 
Modern Greek Testament to the University Library, which 
present was received with peculiar pleasure. The Marburg 
Bible Society pays particular attention to Upperhessen, where 
many wants still show themselves, which induced me to make it 
a grant of 100 Basle Bibles, and 200 of our London edition 
of the New Testament. I could not leave Marburg without 
blessing God, that he is every where raising up men, both 
among Protestants and Catholics, who regard pure and unde- 
filed religion as the pearl of great price, who revere the Bible as 
ihe revealed word of Ged, considering it their highest privilege 
to be found instrumental in its dissemination. 

From the same. 
Eisenach, Sept. 2, 1820. 

Near this town lies the celebrated castle called the “ Wartburg ;”" 
the views from its walls and towers are enchanting ; its antiqui- 
ties are interesting to the historian; but there is one point which 
endears it more than all this to the friend of the Bible and of the 
Reformation. Wartburg was the refuge of Luther; there, after 
his excommunication by the Diet at Worms, he found an asylum, 


prepared by the wisdom and generosity of the Elector of Saxony, 
where he was safe from all the violence of hisenraged enemies, and 


ig 
i 











660- Letters from the Rev. Dr. Steinkopff. 


found leisure to complete the translation of the New Testament in 
German, and to commence the version of the Old: there to see 
the room which had contained “ Knight George” (as he was cal- 
ed) for ten months ; there to behold the very table which he had 
used ; there to reflect on the consequences of his sacred labours, 
on the numberless copies of bis German version, which have been 
circulated these three centuries, was tome something quite novel, 
and filled my mind with such a variety of thoughis and contem-. 
plations, that for a time it was entirely absorbed in them. Bless- 
ed be God, that ‘our Bible Societies have followed the footsteps of 
that truly great man; that they consider the free and bountiful dis- 
semination of the sacred writings, one of the richest boons which 
can be conferred on mankind; and that they endeavour to send 
them not in one language only, but in all the diversity of tongues 
to the very ends of the earth. 
From the Same. 
Koethen, Sept. 11th, 1820. 

Eight years ago I had paid a flying visit to Halle. The few 
moments which at that period | could devote to a cursory view 
of the * Huallish Orphan House,” or more fitly deaominated, “The 
establishment of A. H. Franke,” had filled my mind with such 
astonishment, that I determined at a future visit to bestow more 
time and attention on this truly admirable institution. I arrived 
with my companion, Mr. Blumhardt, on Friday the 8th of Septem- 
ber, and we agreed to stay over Sunday. We met with the most 
cordial reception on the part of its two Directors, the Rev. Dr. 
Kuapp and the Chancellor of the University, Dr. Niemeyer. 
The latter is personally known, as a man of talents, energy, and - 
Christian benevolence, to our revered President, and to most 
members of the Committee. He has published his Tour to Eng- 
land, and spoken in terms of the highest commendation of the de- 
signs and labours of the British and Foreign Bible Society, mi- 
nutely describing his introduction to the Committee in Earl-street. 
Dr. Knapp is weak in body, but full in spirit, and ‘distinguished 
for his profound learning, genuine piety, and unfeigned humility. 
Both stand deservedly high at the university: their public lec- 
tures are frequently attended by more than 200 students. Having 
the supreme inspection of Franke’s establishments, they did us the 
favour of conducting us over the whole of the buildings. In the 
front you come to the bookseller’s, and the apothecary’s shop. 
Then you enter a large square, on the right of which are the din- 
ing rooms, the chapel (which can hold about 1200 young people,) 
and the Canstein Bible Institution; on the left, the schools for the 
orphans, for the poor boys and girls who attend from the town, 
and some rooms for the students and teachers. At the other ex- 
tremity you see the Pedagogium, where from 80 to 100 young no- 
blemen and gentlemen receive an education preparatory to their 





Letiers from the Rev. Dr. Steinkopff. 661 


soing to the university. Of all the buildings, none interested me 
more than the Canstein Bible Institution. In connexion with 
Kranke’s, it has been established by a truly pious and benevolent 
nobleman, Baron von Canstein. From May 1812, till the end of 
815, upwards of two millions of entire Bibles, and nearly one 
million of New Testaments, have issued from its press in five dif- 
ferent languages, chiefly in the German ; and in the last two years 
the demands have been so great, that a supply of two hundred 
thousand copies could not satisfy them. With emotions of pecu- 
liar satisfaction and grateful joy we entered the building conse- 
crated to this benevolent work, and saw twelve presses in full 
operation. Our kind conductors then led us to another apart- 
ment, in which the two Stanhope presses, lately arrived from Lon- 
don, were placed. *‘ These,” said Dr. Naudie, “ were a present 
from your Society, which will remain a lasting testimony of your 
generosity.”” ‘*And here,’? added one of the foremen, “are 
some specimens of printing from stereotype plates, for a German 
octavo Bible, which was transmitted to us at the expense of 
of your society.”? On Saturday we went to the dining-room, and 
saw 350 orphans and other young people dining. Their provi- 
sions are very plain, but wholesome ; the utmost order and de 
corum prevail: a young man reads during the dinner. The sing- 
ing after it is beautiful. 1 felt constrained to bless and to adore 
God when I represented to my mind that ali this, and so much 
more which I cannot describe, was the’work of one great and 
good man: he honoured God by his faith, and God honoured 
him. A Catholic clergyman, when visiting the establishment, 
exclaimed— Behold what confidence in the living God has ac- 
complished!’? ‘The present King of Prussia, when first conduct- 
ed to a spot from which he could survey the building, stept back- 
ward, and was heard to say, “ This far exceeds my expecta- 
tion.”? He has been and still is a great benefactor to the esta- 
blishment, and has expressed a particular interest in the prosperi- 


ty of the Canstein Bible Institution. At five on Saturday even- - 


ing I met the Committee of the Halle Bible Society. Dr. Knapp 
was in the chair. 

From the reports of this society, it appears that they have dis- 
tributed upwards of a thousand Bibles and Testaments in Halle 
and its immediate vicinity. Having hitherto confined their ope- 
rations to this limited sphere, | encouraged the Committee to 
enlarge it, and to take in the whole circle of Halle and the coun- 
ty of Mansfield. In reply it was observed, that they had alrea- 
dy made a fruitless attempt, but they would make another, and the 
superintendents of the clergy present declared, that at the ap- 
proaching synod they would recommend the concerns of the so- 
ciety in the most earnest manner to the attention and active co- 
peration of the clergy. 


Yesterday § enjoyed the privilege of preaching in the very pul- 
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pit from which the immortal Franke had so often proclaimed the 
ghad tidings of salvation through a crucified Redeemer: | chose 
i Cor. xiil. 13. for my text. Several of the professors, clergy- 
men, and students, afierwards came, expressing their determina. 
tion to do all for the Bible society they could. One of the pious 
students has devoted himself to the missionary work, and will short. 
ly proceed to London, where he has obtained a promise from the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge to be employed in 
their Kast India missions. ‘ 


AUSTRALASIA 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM NEW SOUTH WALES. 

It is truly pleasing to receive from all parts of the world, concurrent tes- 
timonies that a spirit of inquiry is beginning to manifest itself amongst 
the Jewish people on the most important of all subjects. The follow- 
ing letter is from a quarter from which such tidings would not be ex. 
pected. 

Sydney, Feb. 26, 1820, 

Rev. Sir—A number of Jews now reside in this town; about 
30 of whom have lately agreed to meet together once or twice 
each week to have their own prayers and the Scriptures read to 
them. Their only acknowledged Levite, Joseph Marcus, whom 
1 have known for some years, is an intelligent, peaceable, and 
well disposed man. He has devoted much time to the study of 
the Scriptures in Hebrew and in English, and is favourable to the 
Christian doctrines. I think half a dozen copies of the New 
‘Testament in Hebrew, and two or three Old Testaments, (i. e. 
the Hebrew Bible,) might be of service tosome of them. I leave 
ii entirely to the discretion of your Committee, what besides may 
be thought suitable to be handed to this people. Who can tell 
if God will be gracious to them in this land of their captivity and 
bondage for sin. Deut. iv. 31. 

I have had much candid, pious, and edifying conversation with 
Marcus. He now voluntarily, as his bodily infirmities permit 
him, attends our church, and expresses his approbation of our 
mode of worship. He says all his former prejudices are quite 
removed. He has frequently asked me to read to him, and pray 
with him, that he might have the faith of Abraham, to the sal- 
vation of his immortal soul. ‘The books of the prophets have 
been our meditation for several months. 

All the Jews are most respectful in their conduct towards me, 
and I feel it my duty to serve them, in the fear and cause of God, 
as “* Beloved for the fathers’ sakes.’? Gratitude, indeed, con- 
strains ; for we know that “‘ Salvation is of the Jews.” 

I beg to congratulate the society on its continued support and 
increasing influence ; hoping that it will go on and prosper, till 
‘all Israel shall be saved.” I am, yours, &c. 

Witiram Cowper. 
Assistant Chaplain, New South Wales. 
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UNITED STATES. 
THIRD AND FOURTH MISSIONARY STATIONS. 


We have the pleasure to announce to the public, that the Unrr- 
ep Foreren Missionary Society, while employed in preparing 
to send out a second mission family to the pagans in our western 
borders, have added a third and fourth to their number of mis- 
sionary stations. 

Some months ago a proposition was made to the Board, on the 
part of the New-York Missionary Society, (the oldest Missionary 
Society in the United States,) to convey to us their property, and 
their missionary stations at the Indian villages of Tuscarora and 
Seneca, on the Western frontier of this State. The proposition 
was accepted by the Board at the meeting in November ; and the 
Rev. Mr. Knox, Mr. Lewts, Domestic Secretary, and Mr. Wit- 
son, Treasurer, were appointed a Committee, with full powers to 
arrange all matters that might require the attention of the Board, 
and particularly to appoint Commissioners to proceed to the two 
stations, In conjunction with Commissieners from the New-York 
Missionary Society, for the purpose of adjusting the transfer with 
the Tuscarora and Seneca tribes, and of procuring the informa- 
tion necessary to enable the Managers to conduct the mission 
with efliciency and discretion. 

Two Commissioners, the Rev. Mr. Rowan, President of the 
New-York Missionary Society, and the Rev. Mr. Sraone, Re- 
cording Secretary of the United Foreign Missionary Society, 
were appointed. Furnished with a certificate of their appoint- 
ment, and a letter of instructions, they commenced their journey 
on the 24th of November. On their return, they presented to 
the Committee, and through them to the Board, a detailed and in- 
teresting report of their proceedings. This report has since 
been approved, and the union or transfer ratified by both soci- 
eties; and we are happy to add, that the New-York Missionary 
Society has instructed its Board of Directors so to alter its con- 
stitution as to render itauxiliary to the United Foreign Mission- 
ary Society. 

With these explanatory remarks, we now introduce to our 
readers the letter of instructions given to the Commissioners, ac- 
companied with their report. ” 

Letter of Instructions. 

By virtue of the authority vested in us by the Board of Man- 
agers of the United Foreign Missionary Society, we, the under- 
signed, do hereby appoint the Rev. Stephen N. Rowan, and the 
tev. P. N. Strong, as Commissioners to visit the Tuscarora and 
Seneca Nations of Indians, in behalf of the United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, for the purpose mentioned in the fallowing In- 
structions : 
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First,—It is expected, that, on your arrival at the Tuscarora 
village, you will ascertain whether the resident missionary, and 
the Indians, are willing to be placed, so faras relates to missiona- 
ry purposes under the care of this society ;—whether it be ex- 
pedient that the missionary be removed from the farm to the 
centre of the Indian village ;—whether an additional male or fe- 
male teacher, or teachers, are required ;—-what is the state of the 
farm as to buildings, fences, soil, cultivation, &c. and whether, 
under the management of one or more farmers, it is capable of 
affording provisions sufficient for the missionary establishment in 
that place ;—and, generally, what measures it will be expedient 
for the Board of Managers to pursue, in relation to the mission 
among the ‘Tuscarora Indians. 

Secondly.—On your arrival among the Seneca nation, you will 
ascertain whether the present teacher and chatechist, and the 
Indians are willing to be placed, so far as relates to missionary 
purposes, under the care of this society ;—whether the Indians 
are willing and prepared to receive preachers of the gospel ;— 
whether it would be practicable and expedient for the Board to 
form among the Senecas a full missionary establishment agree- 
ably to the General Principles, a copy of which will be attached 
to this doeument ;—what will be the best spot for the location of 
such an establishment, and whether the Indians are willing to ap- 
propriate a sufficient portion of land for the use of a mission 
family ;—what is the state of the buildings now belonging to the 
New-York Missionary Society ; and, if they are not in the best 
place for the mission, whether, they could probably be disposed 
of to advantage. 

Thirdly.—\f facts and circumstances will justify it, you will en- 
ter into a covenant with the Chiefs of each of the two nations ; re- 
membering, however, not to bind the Board of Managers beyond 
their ability to perform, nor to pledge them as to the number of 
missionaries, teachers, mechanics, and farmers to be sent out. 
The Board will doubtless do every thing in their power for the 
best interest of the mission, but the details must be left to their 
discretion. 

Fourthly.—All your information, as to various points of inqui- 
ry, will be reduced to writing at the time you receive it. The 
number of Indians in each nation, and the number and character 
of the professors of religion among the Tuscaroras, will form, in 
addition to others already mentioned, distinct topics of inquiry. 

Fifthly.—You will take the best measures for obtaining dona- 
tions, and organizing Auxiliary Societies through the whole ex- 
‘ent of your route. 

(Signed) Joun Knox, Chairman of the Com. 
Z. Lewis, Sec’y. for Domestic Cor. 
Wa. Witson, Treasurer. 
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SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF PAUPERISM IN THE CITY OF 
NEW-YORK. 
Fourth Annual Report. 

The wisdom, zeal, and perseverance, with which the Mana- 
gers of this institution have discharged those arduous labours 
which their plans of reform impose, have at last drawn from an 
unwilling public the meed of praise justly due. They seek only 
the public weal. ‘Their aim is to strike at the root of evil, and 
eradicate the very seed. ‘Their aim ts to prevent pauperism, and 
not nourish its growth by encouraging indolence and improvi- 
dence. ‘ Their cause is the cause of religion, virtue, industry, 
self-respect, and the cause of posterity.” 

We shall now present a few extracts from the Report, and in- 
vite an attentive perusal. ; 

“To investigate, correct, and prevent moral evils in this me- 
tropolis, this institution was established. It therefore becomes a 
duty to speak with freedom ; and the Managers now proceed to 
call the attention of the society, to those sources of pauperism, 
which attracted notice during the last year. ‘They may be class- 
ed under the following heads, viz: 

* Intemperance, Ignorance, Criminal Presecutions, Condition of 
Prisons, Gambling Houses, Pardons, Lotteries, Want of Cleanli- 
ness, Emigration, Idleness and Want of Employment. 

“1, Intemperance.—During the last year, the evils of intem- 
perance have not diminished. Judging from the relative num- 
ber of licenses granted in each of the three last years, there has 
been a great increase in the consumption of ardent spirits within 
the year just ended. By the most accurate computation, there 
are 1680 licences for retailing ardent spirits, in actual force, in 
the city of New-York; making an average of one tippling-house 
to every fourteen houses in this metropolis. And by adopting 
the mode of calculation used by the Managers for the year 1819, 
to ascertain the sum annually expended in New-York, in the 
consumption of spirituous liquors, we arrive at the frightful re- 
sult, that, in 1820, the sum of $1,893,011 was squandered in the 
use of this single article! And this, too, principally among that 
portion of our population who are destitute of any permanent 
means of support, depending upon manual labour for their daily 
bread. 

* Although from this statement, the desolating tide of intem- 
perance seems to have been expanding during the past year, in 
spite of the efforts of this institution, seconded as they have been 
by some of our constituted authorities, to resist its progress ; yet 
the Managers are happy to state, that they have ascertained some 
facts on this subject, interesting to the public; and most clearly 
showing that, in this metropolis, the connexion between the evil 
under consideration, and the commission of a great portion of the 
~~ offences which occupy our civil and criminal courts, is so 
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close and intimate, that in proportion as the use of ardent spirits 
extends, crimes multiply, and vice versa. ‘The records of the 
Court of Sessions show, that, as the number of licenses has been 
augmented, assaults and batteries have multiplied; and when the 
former has been diminished, the latter have decreased. The 
whole number of complaints for assaults and batteries, during the 
last year, was 1061. During the first six months of that year, 
the number was 409; in the last six months 652. Here it js to 
be observed, that about 180 new licenses were granted in the 
early part of those last six months, in the absence of the mayor. 

‘The relation of cause and effect is here so apparent, that 
there can be no mistake. The Managers, therefore, declare j: 
as their belief, that the multiplication of licenses promotes intem- 
perate drinking among the poorer classes, and that the growing 
use of ardent spirits, swells the catalogue of criminal offences, 
And by recurring to the official statement of complaints and in- 
dictments which have been presented to the Court of Sessions, 
since the first of January 1820, it appears that shortly after the 
granting of the 180 additional licenses, there was a great accumu- 
lation of offences within the cognizance of that court. On the 
whole, therefore, the Managers have no hesitation in saying, that, 
by reducing the number of licenses, most of the dangerous and 
shameful effects of intemperance would gradually subside ; thou- 
sands of property would be saved to individuals and to the state ; 
the character of the city would be elevated; our criminal courts 
find less to do; our jails, bridewell, penitentiary and state pri- 
sons, be less burdened; our poor houses would become less nu- 
merous ; all our various infirmaries would not long remain the 
abodes of so much want, suffering, despair, and madness. In 
short, human nature would not so frequently appear in that most 
deplorable and terrific attitude, ‘ without hope, and without God 
in the world.’ 

“It is important to notice in this place, another interesting 
fact, which has fallen under the observation of the Managers, and 
one that may serve to correct a very erroneous, though a very 
common opinion. It has long been imagined that the labouring 
classes could not sustain themselves under the weight of their 
daily employments, and especially in founderies and large ma- 
nufacturing establishments, where they are much exposed to heat, 
and breathe a confined atmosphere, without the regular use of 
ardent spirits. The results of an important experiment made 
during the last season, by Mr. James P. Allaire, and by him com- 
municated to the Board, establish the fallacy of this opinion. 

‘Mr. Allaire is the proprietor of a large foundry at Corlaer’s- 
Hook. During the last season he employed upwards of 60 work- 
men, more than 30 of whom were men of families. Inthe course 
of the summer, he was informed that many of them were in debt; 
and on investigating their concerns, with surprise he ascertained 
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ihe fact, that every one who was in the habit of using ardent 
spirits, was involved toan extent beyond his ability to pay; and, 
with a satisfaction equal to his former surprise, he learned the 
additional fact, that those who made no use of spirits, were in 
easy circumstances, and their children well provided for at 
school. Nor did a difference of wages, from seventy-five cents 
to ten shillings per day, make any perceptible change in the situ- 
ation of the former class of workmen. 

“With this picture before him, Mr. Allaire was at once induced 
to prohibit the use of ardent spirits altogether, in his shops, dur- 
ing working hours. But one person left his employ in conse- 
quence of this restriction; and this man had borrowed of Mr. 
Allaire, while in his service, upwards of $300 to pay grocery- 
bills. In conclusion of his letter, Mr. Allaire observes: ‘I have 
great reason to be pleased with the happy effects of this regu- 
lation. I find my interest better served; and that those who, 
from excessive drinking, had become of but little worth to me, 
and in many instances, of less to their families, have now become 
able and steady ; earn more money ; and their families as well as 
themselves, have expressed, in a language not to be misunder- 
stood, the many comforts and the domestic happiness, which they 
enjoy in consequence.’ 

“This single experiment speaks volumes; and the Managers 
take this occasion to congratulate the community, on the bold 
and successful stand taken by this gentleman, to abolish altege- 
ther, the use of ardent spirits from large manufactories. It is b 
prompt measures, persevered in, that evil habits are corrected, 
and net by tampering and partial restrictions. 

‘“‘In many counties of this state, and in Pennsylvania, strong 
inducements have been held out for abolishing the use of ardent 
spirits. The agricultural societies have offered premiums to the 
farmers who would secure the greatest crops of grain and hay, 
without the use of spirituous liquors: and in many instances, not 
a drop of ardent spirits has been used by the husbandmen, on 
very extensive farms, during the whole summer months. This 
fact may also serve to correct the general erroneous impression 
before stated on this subject. This great evil and its remedies 
were fully considered in the last Annual Report, to which the 
Managers refer the public.* 

“It is with feelings of regret, that the Managers are constrain- 
ed to inform the society, that their application to the legislature 
during its last winter session, for the enactment of a law calcu- 
lated to diminish the evils of intemperance, did not succeed. Un- 
der the deep conviction that legislative aid is necessary to sup- 
press these evils, the Managers intend to renew their petition 


* See Correspondence between Mr. Colden and Mr. Haines, published in the Ap- 
vendix to the Jast Annual Report, 
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the present session.* It is utterly impossible to encounter the 
extensive and destructive use of ardent spirits, without the co- 
operation of the public guardians. Let us speak, then, until we 
shall be heard—let us act, until triumph crown our efforts !” 

‘Il, Ignorance.—The Managers are gratified in being able to 
say, that much has been done, during the past year, in the city of 
New-York, to enlighten the minds, and to fix the habits of youth, 
in the lower walks of life. Every ornament of our metropolis ; 
every embellishment that proceeds from the combination of taste, 
art, and munilicence, inspires feelings less grateful and satisfac- 
tory, than that grand spectacle which is displayed in the united 
exertions of every Christian denomination, and of different class- 
es of individuals, to spread the glorious lights of knowledge 
among the poor and destitute—stripping vice of her blandish- 
ments—and raising the mind to the contemplation of the great 
truths of Christianity. 

‘The Managers are not enabled to state the exact number of 
children, who have received public and private instruction in this 
city, during the past year. ‘The number taught in the schools 
aided by the state fund, may be reckoned at five thousand. 

“The following is the result of an official return, up to Novem- 
ber, 1820.—-In the New-York Free School, the number of scho- 
lars was 2145; in the Female Association, 664; In the African 
School, 490; St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 359; Si. Peter’s Church, 
356: the Methodist Episcopal Church, 305; the Economical 
School, 125; the Episcopal Church School, 124; the Orphan 
Asylum, 129; in the Reformed Dutch Church, 124; in the Scotch 
Presbyterian Church, 28 ; in the Roman Catholic Benevolent So- 
ciety, 28; in the German Lutheran Church, 24; St. Michael’s 
Church, 13; First Presbyterian Church, 9; in Sherath Israel, 7. 
The amount expended during the past year, in the education of 
the above pupils, is $14,759 41.;—The present number of pupils 
in the Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb, is 52: 
and in the Clarkson Association School, for the benefit of adult 
coloured females, is 55. In the private schools of three teach- 
ers, who belong to the Society of Teachers, the average number 
of attendants may be stated at 1500. It is much to be lamented, 
that the managers are not able to present to the public a full 
statement of all the children who are placed under private tuition. 
The list here furnished includes about six thousand six hundred. 

“The managers would congratulate the public on the success 
which has attended the Sunday Schools in this city. Those in 
connexion with the New-York Sunday School Union Society, the 


* Since this Report was printed, this subject has again been brought before the 
Common Council, but they refused to unite with the Board in an application to the 
legislature for the passage of a restrictive law. 

+ The probable amount expended in the use of ardent spirits, $1,893,011. 








for the Prevention of Pauperism. 669 


Female Union Society, and the Episcopal Union Society, amount- 
ing in the whole to the number of eighty, are attended by about 
6500 pupils. About 1000 superintendents and teachers are en- 
gaged in conducting these seminaries. Since their first establish- 
ment in 1816, many thousands of children have been under 
their supervision, received the benefits which they confer, who 
are not now attached to them. In the school united to St. 
George’s Church, there are 500 scholars. Since its foundation, 
500 different teachers have been engaged, and’? about 5000 
“ children have been instructed. 

“During the last year, the Apprentice’s Library has been 
founded in this city. It contains upwards of 5000 volumes, and 
is rapidly increasing. Eight hundred diflerent apprentices have 
already opened accounts with the librarian, and the list of sub- 
scribers is augmented weekly.* ‘The blessings that will flow 
from this laudable association; the tendency it will have to en- 
large and exalt the mind; the ambition which it will inspire, and 
the future respectability which it will impart, require no illustra- 
tion. 

“Great and salutary changes have been eflected, since our 
last Annual Report, in the foundation of churches, and in the 
communication of religious instruction, in the most obscure and 
profligate parts of this metropolis. The church for seamen, open- 
ed in Roosevelt-street, has been well attended. The new church 
at Corlaer’s-Hook has produced visible changes in its vicinity. 
In the new church in Market-street, and in the Mission House in 
Bancker-street, strong proofs have been exhibited of the mild 
and cheering tendency of the gospel of peace.t ‘The extent to 
which Bibles have been distributed, is calculated to inspire feel- 
ings equally grateful and animating, although it is the opinion of 
the Managers, that much more might and should have been done, 
in this sphere of exertion. 


* The number of accounts now opened is upwards of 1000. 

t ‘**The new church at Corlaer’s-Hook” is the Serenth Presbyterian Church, under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Baldwin. To these may be added two Episcopal 
Churches recently organized ; one at Corlaer’s-Hook, and the other at Greenwich 
Village, under the care of the Rev. Messrs. Aydelott and Upfold. ‘The Spring-street 
Church, also, has lately settled the Rev. Mr. Cox, from whose faithful labours much 
good may be expected to be done. 

The whole number of places of public religious worship in the city and county of 
New-York, is 71—as follows, viz: Episcopal, 15; Dutch Reformed, 9; Associate Re- 
formed, 5; Presbyterian, 8, (and 2 not yet united to the Presbytery of New-York ;) 
Methodist, 9; Baptist, 7; Friends, (or Quakers) 3; Independents, 3; Congregation- 
al, (or Unitarian) 1; Unitas Fratrem, (or Moravian) 1; German Lutheran, 1; Uni- 
versalist, 1; Roman Catholic, 2; Mariner’s, 1; Mission House, 1; New Jerusalem, 
1; Jews Synagogue, 1. To these it may be added, that the State Prison, Peniten- 
tiary, Almshouse, Bridewell, and Debtor’s Prison, are all furnished with chapels, in 
which the gospel is regularly and faithfully preached. 

Of these places of public worship, it is believed that five only are vacant. There 
are 63 ministers who have independent or associate charges—-and between 8 and 12 
residing in the city without parechial charges, most of whom are engaged as Profes- 


sors in Columbia College, or as teachers. This number does not include the local 
‘Icthodist, preachers. Epiror. 
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‘ But in presenting this picture, enlivened as it is by the gloy, 
ing features of zeal, benevolence and perseverance, a deep ex. 
pression of regret cannot be suppressed, that there is still a vast 
mass of ignorant population in this city. The theatre of action 
is still wide, and the incitements to new and increasing efforts, 
are perpetually before our eyes. No expedients should be neg. 
lected to raise fresh and more powerful combinations, to carry 
forward the grand work of reform, that grows out of moral and 
religious instruction, and to spread knowledge throughout all the 
ranks of society. Here is the watch-tower of our strength—here 
is a wall of defence that never fails, unless its sentinels slumber on 


their posts.” 
(To be concluded.) 





NEW-YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY. 

The Twentieth Quarter/y Meeting was held in the Methodist 
Church in John-street, on Thursday evening the 28tl of Janu- 
ary. At 7 o’clock, Col. Varicx, President of the society, took 
the chair. Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Spicer, and in 
pursuance of a rule of the society, the Constitution was read by 
the President. The number of schools under the care of this 
society is thirty-eight, but owing to the severity of the weather, 
many of the superintendents and teachers were prevented from 
attending, and only 19 reports were presented and read. 

Since the last quarterly meeting there has been considerable 
increase in the number of pupils, and the schools generally are 
in a prosperous condition. ‘The number of passages of Scrip- 
ture brought forward by the scholars, to prove the questions pro- 
pounded to them by the Visiting Committee, have been almost in- 
numerable, and exceedingly appropriate. This part of the ex- 
ercises cannot be too highly commended, nor too much attended 
to. Weconsider it much more useful than committing to me- 
mory long lessons of Scripture, which the time of the teacher will 
barely allow him to hear recited, and the pupil will be dismissed 
without any catechetical instruction. Unless the pupil be ques- 
tioned, and examined closely on what he commits, he may, in- 
deed, repeat whole chapters without the book, and gain the pre- 
miums for such exercises, and attain to a high place in the school, 
but the other powers of his mind will not be exercised, and there- 
fore not improved ; and in a short time he will be unable to re- 
collect scarcely a single passage which before he repeated so 
fluently. We conceive a great injury may thus be done to the 
pupil, while the memory only is called into action, and the other 
faculties of the mind remain dormant. 

We would by no means dissuade from the practice in our 
schools of committing the Holy Scriptures to memory ; our only 
object is to guard it within proper limits, that it may ‘ be done 
to edifying.” 

Alter the reading of the reports, Divie Bethune, and James 
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Eastburn, Esqrs. addressed the meeting. We have not room to 
notice the excellent and appropriate observations made by these 
gentlemen, and must conclude this article with a few short extracts 
irom some ef the reports. 

School No. XXII. Attached to the Mission Church in Bancker- 
street.—While some of our number appear to profit but little from 
the instructions they receive, we are pleased to observe in others 
a visible improvement, both in behaviour and in attention to their 
studies. ‘The ‘Testament class is divided into two sections, and 
consists of 17 boys. During the quarter this class has commit- 
ted to memory 6047 verses of Scripture. 

A small library has been collected for the benefit of this and 
the female school attached to the same church; the effects of 
which we trust will prove beneficial. 

On a review of the past, we feel that we have not laboured 
entirely in vain. It is our duty to sow the seed, but we must 
look to the Lord of the harvest for the former and the latter rain ; 
He alone can give complete success to our efforts. 

We acknowledge our obligations to those gentlemen of the 
Visiting Committee on whom the duty of visiting this school the 
past quarter has devolved.* We think their influence is sensibly 
felt both by teachers and scholars; and if our united efforts are 
accompanied with a feeling sense of our dependence on God, and 
with a spirit of earnest prayer for the out-pouring of His Spirit 
on our schools, we may confidently hope that many of these 
children will have abundant reason to bless God that they have 
enjoyed the privilege of attending a sabbath school, 

School No. XXill.—Baptist Church in Vandam-street.—We 
lament to record the following extract from our school journal :— 
© December 18.—The usual exercises of the school were remit- 
ted this afternoon, and the time occupied in prayer and an ad- 
dress from the superintendent, in consequence of the sudden 
death of a learner, in each school.f We trust that this dispen- 
sation of a wise Providence will work together for our good; 
making us, one and all, more diligent in the performance of our 
whole duty.” 

The youth who, as stated in our last report, was the first fruits 
of the labours in this department of the Sunday school, has since 
joined us as a teacher, and gives the most satisfactory and pleas- 
ing proofs of achange of heart. 

Our school is conducted by two superintendents, a secretary, 
and 14 teachers, all regular in their attendance. The average 
of attendance is 136 for the last quarter, and we have had at 
times, during that period, 158 present. ‘There are about four or 
five on the sick list, including two lads under the care of the Eye 
Infirmary. 


* Expressions similar to this we are happy to find in almost every report. 
' Referring to both the male and female schools. 
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‘Hymn for Sailors. 


NEW-YORK RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 

The ninth anniversary of this society was celebrated on Wed. 
nesday evening, the 2ist ult. in the Cedar-street Church. The 
meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. John Knox, Presi- 
dent of the society. After the Annual Report was read, the Rey. 
W. Patten delivered an address, and the exercises were conclud- 
ed with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Romeyn. 





MISSION TO THE OSAGES OF THE MISSOURI. 

The religious exercises preparatory to the departure of this 
mission, consisting of about 30 persons, will take place on Mon- 
day evening next, at 7 o’clock, in the church in Murray-streeet, 
and on Tuesday evening in the Middle Dutch Church in Nassau- 
street. 

Itis expected the mission will leave this city on Wednesday or 
Thursday, and commence their journey of about 3000 miles, to 
proclaim the gospel of peace, and carry the arts of civilized life 
to the Heathen of our western wilderness. 

May the Lord succeed this noble enterprise, and bestow his 
choicest blessing on those who have engaged in the mission, and 
left all to follow Christ. 


GENERAL PRAYER MEETING. 

Christians of all denominations are informed that a general 
prayer meeting will be held in the Mariners’ Church, on Tuesday 
next, at half past 3 o’clock in the afternoon, to offer united 
prayer and intercede at the Throne of Grace for an out-pouring 
of the Holy Spirit on this city. Ministers of the gospel particu- 
larly, and Christians generally, are invited to attend. 


THE REV. WILLIAM WARD 
Is expected to return from Washington in the course of a few 
days, and leave this city on the 10th of mext month for England, 
from whence he will proceed to India, to resume his labours at 
the Serampore Mission. 


HYMN FOR SEAMEN, BY CHARLES WESLEY. 
Hope a sure Anchor.— Heb. vi. 19. 
Let the wind blow and billows roll, 
Hope is the anchor of the soul : 
But can I by so slight a tie, 
And unseen hope, on God rely ” 


Steadfast and sure it cannot fail, 

It enters deep within the veil, 

It fastens on a land unknown, 

And moors me to my Father’s throne! 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 
« An Excursion,” “ Z.”’ and several other cgmimunications have been received 


